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My new year’s
resolution or wish is to
have enough money to
make a trip to China
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Speak English weli
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Keep myself in a healthy
condition
VYYVYVYPVYYYYYYYY
Have faith in the Lord in
everything | do and

everywhere | go
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In the Middle

CONGRATULATIONS!

What a joy it is for me to join you in praising God for five
wonderful years of ministry! Well do I remember the first few
discussions with Brother Andrew concerning the growth of the
worship group he was hosting in his home. Within a short period of
time, it was my joy to open the facilities of First Alliance Church
as a worship center for High Point Gospel Church.

In reflecting upon this transition in the life of your
fellowship, I was reminded of what God said to Israel through the
prophet Isaiah:

"For you shall not go out with haste, nor shall you
go by flight...for the Lord will go before you, and
the God of Israel will be your rear guard" (52:12).

From the beginning of this ministry until now it is evident that
God is in front and behind. He guides up front and forms the
protection on the rear flanks. He sees ahead and watches behind.
That means you are in the MIDDLE. It means you allow God to set
the pace for this ministry. It means you must keep in step with
Him. What a joy to know that you are where you are now because you
have followed in the footsteps of the Master.

During these five years, the number of people who have been
born again is astounding! God has truly blessed you with newborns
and you have been like nursing mothers giving them the Word of God
and carefully instructing them in the way of Christ. You have done
the hard work of witnessing and praying...planting and
watering...and God has given the increase! All the glory belongs
to Him!

Thank you for including me in so many of your special events.
The Lord has been gracious in allowing me to have a small part in
the marvelous work He continues to do through you. You have
refreshed me in worship and fellowship. I rejoice in the fruit of
your labor in Christ’s mighty power.

As you move forward in ministry, remember to stay in the
MIDDLE--with God out in front leading you onward and God behind you
guarding and protecting you. Keep in step with the Master!

Joyfully, in Christ,

72;;2 ,zZ%)&{H

Keith sholl
Design for Destiny Radio Ministry
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Time Commitment @

When [ was first asked to write about
our youth group ministry, I didn't feel I had
enough time. I was then asked a second time
about two weeks later and had even less time.
Now it's the third time, and I'm absolutely
booked. I've got five papers due in the next
week and a half, plus about six books to
read, and one mid-term. So, of course, I
don't have enough time. But what do I
mean?

In business, time means money.
Each minute is worth a certain amount of
money. At the parking garage, each hour is
worth two dollars. Calling Taiwan, each
minute is 77 cents. So, just as money cannot
be wasted, neither can time. After all, we
need to be good stewards of what God gives
us.

This week many people show how
time is worth money by staying up late and
doing their taxes. Each extra hour spent
saves them countless dollars. Then they pay
their time and money to the government.

In the Bible there was a man who
realized that time was money. That's because
he was a tax collector. He knew the value of
time and how much money it was worth. Yet
one day, when he was working on
someone's taxes, Jesus saw him and said,
"Matthew, follow me." He immediately did.

Sometimes Jesus asks not for our
money, but our time. Imagine if Matthew
bad told Jesus he'd do it later or that he was
too busy. Yet he gave up his precious time,
and stored up treasure in heaven unto
eternity. As Christians, we should follow
Matthew's example.

The youth group was first led by
brother David Chang at his house since
August 3, 1991. At that time there were only
two to three older youths in the Bible study,
and later on his three children joined in. By
June 1992, T had been attending Sunday
services for about one year and got to know
those young kids. Most of them are
American-Born-Chinese who are a special
group of people and unconsciously
experiencing cuiltural gaps between
themselves and their parents, including
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language, customs, food, ways of thinking,
etc. Therefore, 1 asked to help in youth
group, but at first I didn't realize many of the
problems we would face.

On June 21st, 1992 the youth group
bible study started to meet at First Alliance
Church from 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm. Sister
Sharon and I were in charge of teaching.
Four months later, the youth group was
divided into two groups: 6th-8th grade and
9th-12th grade. And we have been teaching
respectively since then. I believe that God
will turn our problems to blessing. Our goal
is to teach the youth how to live Christ-
centered lives and put their faith in action. In
order to allow the youth to worship with their
parents, Brother David Chang, in January
1993, began to interprete the sermons into
English.

For the younger group, the emphasis
is on the applications of Biblestories so as to
encourage their thinking. Activities like Bible
verse search games and plays of Bible stories
have been used occasionally. With the older
group we spend more time discussing topics
from doctrine to dating. We also stress
witnessing to our friends. The youth group is
hoping to go to Chicago for a week this
summer for a retreat. Each person who goes
must have US$319.00 by June 16th. Where
will we get the money? I don't know, but the
first thing I asked the kids to do was not to
give up their money, but to make a "time"
commitment.

I praise God because all of the youth
made a tentative commitment of their time to
God. 1 also learned something. Whenever I
have given up my time for the youth group, I
have been amply rewarded by God, not only
by seeing the youth group benefits, but also
by seeing that I really had more time than 1
thought I did. And when there were time
conflicts they seemed to work themselves
out. If we want to lay up treasure in heaven,
let's put our money where our mouths are,
and first give God all our time. If we do,
He'll surely provide us with enough time to
do what we need to.



Growing to the Fullness of Christ

The youth group was officially
started on June 21, 1992. The need for
such a group had been discussed for a
long period of time because of the
growing number of children in the church.
With the variety of languages that are
spoken by us, the "young aduits," English
is used as the only common language.

The youth group meets every
Sunday before the service. At ! PM, there
is a prayer meeting just for the youth.
Everyone takes a turn praying; some of us
are not used to this concept of this prayer
meeting, but everyone will come along as
the time progresses.

From 1:30 PM, we usually start
the group by singing songs to praise and
thank God.
necessarily the traditional hymns that are

These songs are not

sung in the Sunday services. Some are
fast and some are slow. We also sing
some rounds. Because of the relatively
small number of kids in the group, which
1s usually six or seven, and the differences
in the ages, which range from 11 to 17,
we may have a little bit of trouble
producing the most fabulous sound
possible, but we try anyway. What counts
is our heart, not our voice.

Then the group splits into two
groups, one consisting of high school
students and another conmsisting of the
younger ones. This is because of the
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differences in the kind of topics and
discussion in the age groups. Some days,
our leaders share something with us.
Other days, one of us prepare things to
share with the rest of the group. We also,
sometimes, just use the time to discuss our
problems in our lives with each other.

Occasionally, we try to do things
just for fun as a youth group. We have
gone bowling, had a cook-out, and we
also had a popcorn-and-movie night. We
try to get everyone to participate in
deciding what we want to do, so that none
of us would feel left out.

The youth group is currently
guided by some adult members of the
church, including Brother David Chang,
Brother Robb and Sister Paula Bossley,
and Sister Sharon Chen. These "old"
people help us out in every way possible,
making decisions, leading our discussion,
etc. Despite their age, they join in our
activities and keep up with us, too (Well,
they try anyway). Without their help, this
youth group would not have been able to
grow. Thank you!

This youth group may not be the
biggest youth group in the world.
However, no matter how many people we
have, we always praise and give thanks to
God.

guidance, we are growing everyday to the

And with his blessings and

fuliness of Jesus Christ.
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HIGHPOINT EUANGELICAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2975 HIGHPDINT DRIVE
COLUMBUS, OHID 43221

(614) 771-1425



