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15" Year Anniversary Commendation
High Point Evangelical Christian Church - Columbus, OH

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...”

(Matthew 28:19)
With gratitude to God, Dee and 1 join you in celebrating fifteen years of ministry!

Not only have these fifteen years flown by, they have been most rewarding. 1 want to thank each of
you for your encouragement, support, responsiveness, patience, faithfulness, flexibility and love expressed
in countless ways to Dee and me. Twice [ have been the recipient of your fervent prayers for my physical
healing. And twice I have been delivered to the praise of His glory! Dee and I cannot thank you enough
for your kindness and generosity; your love and gracious support. When we have gone through our trials
you have been there to encourage us with gifts of flowers and cards and a special love offering. We are
deeply humbled by your care of us. We commend you for being a caring fellowship.

You have remained true to your biblical mandate to “make disciples” by proclaiming Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord. What a joy it is to stand before you and proclaim the unchanging truth of God’s
powerful Word. What an even greater joy it is to see the Holy Spirit open hearts and begin to change lives
and conform them into the image of Jesus Christ! We commend you for standing true to God’s Word.

Not only have you provided for the needs of High Point Evangelical Christian Church, but you
have faithfully supported Design for Destiny radio ministry. As a result of your partnership in the gospel,
souls have been saved and lives transformed as individuals have responded to the good news that we
proclaim through radio. We commend you for being a fellowship that comes alongside others to help them in their
ministiy of Gad's Word.

You have steadfastly walked together through times of transition and change. Over the years we
have noticed an openness to the Holy Spirit’s leading that has kept your ministry on the ‘cutting edge.” In
order to lead, your leaders must be led by God’s hand. Time and again they have demonstrated a
willingness to set aside their own plans and desires to obey the voice of the Lord in service to the King. We
commend you for being a Spirit led fellowship that listens to His voice and obeys His promptings.

May God continue to lead you into His fullness. May He bless your service offered in love. And
may He grant to you a very special year of fruitful harvest as you labor in His strength.

Yours for the Gospel, Keith and Dee Sholl
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He leads; I follow

Robb Bossley

For over ten
years it has been my
privilege to work
with other Christians
here at Highpoint
Evangelical Christian
Church. During this
time | believe | have

been challenged

and inspired much

by my interaction

with these great brothers and sisters.
About ten years ago, God gave me a

desire to help with the youth programs of

the Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church.

Although | had very little or no experience
in this field of work, God opened the door
for me to make an impact here. | went
from being just a second set of eyes and
hands helping, to being one of the main
person trying to coordinate a youth
program.

This is not always a thankful job, but|
did not take it to receive man’s praise. |
did it because | hoped God could use me
there, and there was definitely a need.

Then God opened even more doors

for me to serve. First, | was approached

about acting as MC during the service. | never
turn God down when he gives me an
opportunity to serve, and so | joyfully took the
opportunity to run with God. | am not one who
likes to be in front of a large number of people,
but | knew that all God wanted was a willing
heart.

In 1998 God gave me the opportunity to
serve on an even more intensive level, in the
role of a deacon of the church. | was amazed
that | would have such an opportunity to serve
God. | was not sure that | was really one who
was deserving of such a position, but | accepted
with the understand that God sometimes takes
even the least able, as long as they are willing
to follow him whole-heartedly.

A couple of years passed, and then one
Sunday God laid on my heart a burden to try
and translate for the English speaking
| did not have that

confidence in my

population in our church.
much Chinese
comprehension ability, but | figured that at least
the native English speakers would get more out
of it if | translated than if they just sat there. (A
small improvement maybe??) It was also
lowpressure. | would not have to stand in
front of everyone, but only those who
understood less than myself, so | was “safe”.
However, God had bigger things in mind.

After translating for a couple of years, the
church decided that it was more favorable to

have a translator for each and every service,
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whether into Chinese or English,
depending on the speaker. At that point |
was forced to stand in front of all and
speak. Praise God because He has given
me language ability and has given me the
ability to boldly translate.

After ten years, | feel that | have really
grown in my maturity with respect to
serving God. | understand a whole lot
more than | did at that time, and | hope to
be more effective because of that
experience.

However, | also feel that | have not
done nearly enough. There is so much to
do, and in some ways | feel | have not
done as well as | could have. But each
month | remind myself that | can start
anew in trying to make an impact for
Christ in the lives of people within the
church.

| have also come to appreciate the
truth in the fact that God does not just
look for people to come to Him, but also to
remain true to Him. It says in Mark
13:13 that only “he who holds firm to the
end will be saved.” This is very different
from what | grew up believing. The
churches | went to growing up felt that it
was impossible for one to lose salvation.
although the

However, explanation

convinced me, it left great gaps in

explanations to certain areas of scripture which
confused me.

| have seen quite a number of people who
seemed to be growing and hungry Christians
fall by the wayside when they encountered
hardships or were abundantly blessed by God.
Some others were drawn away by the doctrines
of men. This is all due to one overriding
issue - lack of time in front of God’s word and
law. As long as God’s word is the center of our
life, we will hold true to what He teaches
because we will not get fooled by the world’s
way of thinking.

The world wants to start by watering down
the truth. How many people think that it is
okay for just a little of this or that which the
Bible clearly says is sin. Many Christians fall
into the same trap, trying to blend in with the
world or following the world, they do not hold to
God’s high standards.

| hope that through the impact that this
church has had on my life, that | will not be a
“blend in Christian” trying to blend myself into
the world. Instead, | hope that | will stand firm
oh what God’s word says, that | will live out my
faith before all as light and salt, and that God
will always be the center of my life so that | can
be considered as one of those who has held

firm until the very end.
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Our Father in
Heaven, | sincerely

come before You and lift
up my heart in gratitude to Your
heavenly throne. About four years
ago, You challenged me to make a
commitment to become part of a
prayer group. Initially, 1 was
reluctant to surrender my time and
pray together with other sisters on a
weekly night. My excuses were,
“I'm already too tired after a long day
of work. | need my rest. Why
bother to go to a prayer meeting?”
You heard my excuses, but You did
not give up on me. You knew that |
needed a prayer group to keep me
accountable for my spiritual growth.
After encouragement from the sisters,
| was finally convinced in my heart
that the prayer group would be a
positive experience for me. I
submitted obediently to  Your
invitation and began attending the
prayer group weekly.

Since joining the prayer group, |
have been blessed to see how Your
will was accomplished through the
sisters. One by one, You have
molded us to be more like You.
From stormy times to happy times,

You have taught us to be diligent in saying
our prayers and to be faithful in giving
thanks. Together we prayed for each
other and the Church. Sometimes it may
take us only a week to pray for a request.
However, there were times when it took
us as long as several months to a year to
pray for a specific concern. No matter
what length of time it took us, we can
always see Your faithful answer in each
prayer request.

Recently as the sisters and |
discussed how we should tell the Church
about our prayer group, | couldn’t stop but
think how much we have grown alike.
Through time we have shared so much
laughter together. We also have shared
our heartaches. One thing we all agreed
upon was that You have been a constant
comfort and refuge through our close-knit
group.

Looking back, my  heart is
overflowing with thanks and joy for You.
Without Your grace | would feel burdened
and heavy on my spiritual journey. You
fulfill my needs by providing companions
to walk alongside me. Together we carry
our crosses as You lead us to overcome
our fears and temptations. Thank You
for being our good Shepherd.

In JESUS CHRIST's name | pray.
Amen.
1Thesalonians 5:16
Be joyful always; pray continually; give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
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Jeffrey Wang

[ thank God for allowing me to
attend a Chinese Camp in Taiwan last
summer. From this experience, [ have
come to realize how much easier it is to
claim to be a Christian in the United
States than in Taiwan, where only about
2% of the population are Christians. Over
there, you really have to work hard to be a
Christian: go to church, spread the gospel,
obey God’s commands. This experience
has opened my eyes to see a world where
the gospel is really needed. I’d like to
ask for your prayer concerning whether
or not I should go to Taiwan to get
involved in spreading the gospel and
learn the Chinese language after I

graduate from college this year.
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Family and Faith

Robb Bossley

The big question that many
Christians struggle with in this day
and age is what role does my family
take in my faith. This can be an issue
which can seem to be unclear when
reading the Bible. Or some people
can misinterpret what the Bible has to
say on the issue of the role of the
family.

Is the family to be ignored? Or is
it to take a back seat to the will of
God? What does it mean for the
family to take a back seat to God?
These are all questions which need
to be answered. | will attempt to
answer them in this dialog.

First, the family unit was created
by God. When God gave Adam a
wife , he created the concept of
marriage and the family. And if one
closely reads 1 Corinthians, one will
see that although Paul
advocates a life of solitude, he says

himself

that marriage was created for us and
can be a good thing. There is no sin
in marriage.

However, what he stresses - and
rightfully so — is that any individual
should not put the marriage or the
family before God. God MUST come

first. If God blesses you with

children , do not use it as an excuse to not
serve God , or to serve him less. If you
do , it would not come as a surprise if God
took that gift away or made the gift a
burden.

The Bible continually affirms and
reaffirms over and over again the fact that
God must be Lord in a family. But if that
is the case, do we have any responsibility
to our family? If so, what?!

First, we see in 1 Timothy 5:8 that we
are to care for our family’s physical needs.
For someone to say (for instance) that
they have decided to follow God'’s calling
to go to some far away country and leave
their immediate family (wife/husband and
children) behind is ridiculous, especially if
the family is Christian and decidedly
against this. Even in a non-Christian
family, there should be much thought and
prayer put into the decision, and if the
immediate family is not going to be
pleased with it, it probably is not God's
will.

The first people we should be a
witness to is our family, and we cannot be
a good example , withess or anything
except a low-life scum unless we put their
needs first. And we know it is God’s will
that we be a withess to them.

It is important to realize that it is very
possible that the people we can have the
largest impact on is our family. In a
family, there is an environment that is
unlike any other.
constantly wronged by the others and yet

People can get
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not can say anything to a family
member and it will be okay. But it
does mean that if anyone would have
reach the
nonbeliever, it would be most likely to
be a family member.

This brings me to the most
important point. Too many Christians
these days ignore the best and most
fertile mission fields in exchange for

an open avenue to

other fields in which they can have
very little or no impact. God gave you
a family for a reason, and that reason
was not only so that they could raise
you and provide for you, but also so
that you could have interaction with
them and they could see growth in
your life. It is very significant that
many new believers end up being the
most powerful witness over time to
their families, because their families
understand them the best and can
see the most clearly the change that
has occurred in their lives.

So do not take your ability to
withess to your family for granted,
and do not try to go witnessing to the
whole world without first trying to
witness to your family. You may not
be able to reach them in a short time,
but you may be able to tell if you will
be able to have a good impact on
them over time.

at Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church

Stanley Wang

Literally growing up with Highpoint
Evangelical Christian Church has given
me a lot of memories over the years.
Starting with me being a litfle kid playing
with all the other little kids in the
basement of our old house to the present
where we have our own Campus Group,
this church has influenced me in many
ways.

Starting when | was young, | always
remember Fiday night meetings at our
old house. | remember having chairs set
up in our family room where the meeting
would take place. Although | was never
a part of this, since | was too young to join
in the service, | always remember the
great fellowship this church had even
when | was young. Whenever the
meeting ended, | always rushed upstairs
from the basement where | was playing
to go eat the snacks that were provided
each week. It was then that | remember
the church members all talking and
laughing and having great fellowship.
That left a good impression in my mind
when | was young of this church.

Being a teenager in this church
wasn't easy. During that fime, | felt that
the youth of this church were being
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excluded from the rest of the church.
The main reason was that since we
couldn't understand Chinese, that
prevented us  from having
meaningful interaction with the other
members of the church. The youth
of the church pretty much stayed
among ourselves, and it was during
this fime that | really didn't enjoy
going to church other than to play
with my friends.

Things starfed to change with
the amival of Robb Bossley. Since he
was an American, we immediately
had more in common with him than
the other people in our church. His
wilingness to help with the youth
helped narrow the gap between the
youth and the adult members of the
church. It was during this time as well
that | felt gaining more knowledge
about what it meant to live a
Chiristian life. Not only did Robb help
lead us in teaching us how to live as
Christians» he also showed us how to
live as Christians through his actions.
With the creation of youth group,
now known as English Group, it gave
us some fime to devote ourselves to
God’s teachings away from the
church setting. It was during this
time that | felt | had grown the most
spiritually.

During college, although | was
learning a lot through youth group, |
still felt there was a gap between the

English speaking people and the
Chinese-speaking people. | really didn't
learn a lot through the Chinese sermons,
as | felt the sermons weren't directed
toward me. | adlways felt they were
directed to non-believers or people who
ived in China or Taiwan. That dll
changed with the addition of Campus
Group. It was during this time that | felt
that | had a sense of belonging at
Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church.
Not only were there more people my
age, but now | had a sense of
responsibility as part of this church. | felt a
sense of duty to show others what it
meant to be a Christian as well as try to
ive how a Christian should live. It was
then that | starfed to enjoy going to
church to hear the sermon and see how
it applied to my life.

Now as | start a new chapter of my
life, | can only hope that my new church
will be able to give me my spiritual food
much in the same way that Highpoint
Evangelical Christian Church has fed me
throughout the past 15 years. | really feel
that this church has impacted me, and |
hope that everyone has been able to
see me grow up physically and spiritually
at this church. i
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Jeffrey Wang

On her recent visit, my aunt told
me a pastor once said, “How much
you will enjoy heaven is directly
related how well you know God.” As |
think about how true that statement is,
| am very grateful to be a part of a
church with so many people that are
trying to know God as much as they
can.

Being born in the United States
as an American Born Chinese (or
Taiwanese) has its own unique
When |

was growing up, not to say that | am

experiences that go with it.

done growing, most of my friends
| had

some friends from other countries as

were Caucasian Americans.

well, but not many Asians. Taking into

account my inability to speak
Chinese, and the fact that Ohio is not
a state with a big Asian population,
you can see how it would be difficult
for me to make Asian friends. During
most

of my childhood, | was

searching for my place in this society.

It was difficult for me to “blend in” with
white Americans, and | was always
somewhat of an outsider among Asians.
Given that most of my exposure to Asians
was through this church, | was extremely
grateful that everyone here has been
friendly and understanding toward the
differences | have as someone not born
overseas. Despite this fact, there have
been numerous times where | wished |
could attend a church with other people
my age with my experiences.

It wasn't until a couple years ago that
my spiritual life really started to change.
| have been a Christian most of my life,
but accepting Christ and really trying to
live your life according to God’s will are
two different things. 1| always knew what
was right and wrong from my numerous
Sunday school lessons, AWANA clubs,
sermons and talks with mature Christians.
But knowing what is right and what is
wrong doesn’t help you that much either. |
wasn’t doing anything with my life. | was
living my life as anyone else would,
except for the fact that | called myself a
Christian. | tried to avoid sinning, but my
life was essentially the same as all my

friends. It wasn’t until | tried giving over
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every aspect of my life to God that
things really began to change. |
started getting a burden to witness to
my friends and live my life in a way
that would please God. | wanted to
make a difference and be used by
God. It was much easier to do this
with the arriving college students
from Taiwan. Never before have |
been able to have fellowship with
anyone in my age group in our
church before. The people that
came have really been a blessing to
my life.

2 Timothy 2:22 says “Flee the
evil desires of youth, and pursue
righteousness, faith, love and peace,
along with those who call on the Lord
out of a pure heart.” As | continue to
live my life and try to resist the
temptations that | am presented with,
there is no other group of people |
would rather pursue righteousness,
faith, love, and peace with than the

people here in our church.

A Unified Family

Justina Wang

When someone mentions church,
images of large solemn sanctuaries
guarded by plate glass windows come to
mind. Usually, there’s a menacing pope
with a huge ceremonial hat in place
behind the pulpit, and most of the
congregation falling half-asleep in the
pews. The majority of the people are
there out of obligation, not out of want.
That kind of image is what the media has
stereotyped church into being, but my
experience at Highpoint Evangelical
Christian Church has proven that church
is something so much more meaningful.

Okay, | admit it, | grew up in this
church so | am anything but unbiased; |
went from diapers to playing house to
learning how to drive while being a part of
this family. And, yes, | do consider this
church my family. They have all helped
me grow in some way, and some of them
have watched me grow into the
seventeen-year-old I am today.
Memories have been made, some
amusing like when one of the youthful

mothers acquiesced to giving me a
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driving lesson when | was at the
mature age of twelve, and some
subduing like when | was seven,
running about the church in typical
child-like fashion...and then running
into Jessica. Oh, yes, | have been
there before. Most of all, though, |
remember the church gatherings at
other people’'s houses. Even at a
young age, | can remember the
feeling of love and caring that filled
every meeting. There were people
watching over the newcomers,
making sure they had enough food
and simply talking to them and
Off to

the side, you could be sure to see

making them feel welcome.

Steve Lee cracking some joke and
making others laugh, and always,
there were the youth kids with Robb,
undoubtedly gesturing wildly and
laughing hysterically at some inside
joke. There was a group for everyone,
and no one was ever left out.
Besides the camaraderie that we
all share, though, is the servant’s
heart that so many people exemplify
on a weekly or biweekly basis. If
you notice, there are always hymnals

resting on the pews every Sunday,

but there is no one seen doing it. There
are always microphones and speakers
ready to be put to use » but no one
demanding recognition for bringing them.
There are baby-sitters, Sunday school
teachers, food coordinators, and special
program directors all who perform their
services voluntarily. None of them are
paid; all of them are building up treasures
in heaven.

Our church was and still is a unique
place, though people have grown up and
moved away, and new people have come
to contribute their own role in our family.
However, some things will never change;
my dad will always enthusiastically yell
what he knows to be the truth from the
front of the congregation, Jessica will
always have tea ready for the guest
speakers and in her spare time scare the
living daylights out of the little children,
and someone will always fall asleep
during the service, pretending to be
praying. These are the little quirks of our
church, but it is what makes our church so
special, and |, for
one, am glad to

be a part of it.
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